POPE CLEMENT THE SEVENTH
Clement VII was the Pope of King Henry
VIIPs divorce. He was reigning over the whole
space of that affair, being appointed before the
King of England had any intention of getting
rid of his wife, and dying after the English
schism had been virtually completed and within
a very short time of its final and formal completion
by the Act of Supremacy. For Henry's idea of
.getting rid of his legitimate wife, Catherine of
Aragon (which idea as we have seen was probably
more Anne Boleyn's than his own), cannot have
arisen, at the very earliest, before 1525, The first
(not absolutely certain) documentary allusion to
it is in 1526, and overt action only begins in 1527.
Now Clement VII was elected to the Papal
throne in 1523.
Again, the last political acts by which the
separation of England from the unity of
the Catholic Church was made certain filled the
years 1533-34* In 1533 you get the divorce
pronounced by Cranmer in spite of the Papal
prohibition, the marriage with Anne Boleyn
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